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The ‘Big SixX’ engine

of the E

provided ’70s Aussie Cortinas with effortless
power and grace, as Graham Robson
discovered on a trip down under.
Pictures by Greg Brindley.

en Roser, who has

owned this immacu-

late Cortina b since

W, CHME set "-'\I'I'I:'Il:
all the fuss is abou:

“There are lots of these
hiere he says, “Miine’s just
better kept than mose!”

Here', though, is Australia,

e e Wl
Al 8

and I'd never seen a Coming
like this before. For Len, low-
ever, it an overyday car bor
everyday transport
he'd decicked o cherish as he,
and it, grew older, I'm sure
that there are no such cars 0
Britain
thiere krwmaws hetter.,,
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and one

At firse everything books very
familiar, and shows nothing
more exciting than a big ‘6’ in
chrome on the boot lid, Ba
open up the bonpet and you
get a veal surprise fior
there, filling the engine bay

completely, i a big steaight-sis

eylinder engine,
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Beloew: Lew Roser i
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tand, the

Mot von unders
short and stubfsy VG which
you have all seen in Furo-
Sk Coronas, bur a
lone, noase-too-stvlich and
abviously heavy steaiphi-six,
There was a hig air cleaner
b tn ||i.'||' soime of the
details, Tt swhas
up all the space,
keep aur the davlight, was a
sturdy svmphony in east iron

In the "7k, a2 1n Previcnes
decades, Ford-Austmalia
biked to hedie 3tz bets
Although the ovpical Auys-
trahian car, by prost-wear fradi-
fioiL, was big and ronmy for
making those long !|_|:_||'|.'.|_-'-._~.. in
the outhack, millions of
Aizsies who lived close 1o

pe=an-stvle

secined o fll
amd even

WINTER 1995

fnrmad in 1925, with
Madel T Erss&mhl}rbail -

i Twwlanhs the

odel A, V& and
h@mﬁﬂnﬁﬂﬁﬁﬂm
i wath the first Aus-

Moded 40 Litility.

'_ﬁi!!tm-dﬁimm
{Ute) being introduced in 1934,
-~ In the post-war , tha first
all-Australian-des Fahmrma
fot introduced unt Tﬂ
‘50% and "60s Brit) an:l
;1|In:its Eummbam Zep
rkanfsctred, mahhrfrﬁm
‘completely knocked down
{CKE) kits supplied ty Ford of
Ehllailm Lintil laﬁﬂthum
mainly at Geelong (wast of Mel-
bournel, then after 1960 at the

newty-purchased Broadmeadows

factory in the nortsern ootekirts
o Melbaume,

Australia’s most famous and
Tong-lasting model, the Faleon,
stafted its life in 1960 & a mod-
ifiedt Armerican Falcon, but marns
and more ‘fustralianisation’ was
put brle succassive
the gacada, The first: tctal&-hns—
tralian-designed and manufac-
tured Faloon — the X5 Seres —
was falnched in 1972,

‘Dwring the 0% no European-

type Fords were buitt as the com-

pasty conceniratad an Falcons
and their derivatives, It was not
until Saptember 1972 that the

first six-cyfinder-engined Cortinas

were announced, these being

1912 In the

ranges during

the Bag cities wanted some-
thing amaller.

Ford, with big plans for it
future, hedged iz bets, The
big cars — American-ingired
Falcons imainly Fol pro-
gressively more and more

wnstralian, bl from 1972 o
1983 the alternative pange was
of British-tvpe Cortinas. Two
vears afier the MET Cortina
had gone on sale in Furope,
Ford-Avsiralia pur it into
production in the ouskires
ol Melbourme,

The range, thourh, had a
completely different balance,
Instead of a jumble of small

~ Ford In Australia |

Motor of Australia was

almaost ertiely manufactusad in
Australla, thowgh some pasts {
weare still sobrced in Europe
uﬂﬂﬂlf{m'ﬁ “H-:astl'eﬂm fior
o a choice of |
four-cyfingder 2 0-litre (Pinta) or
straight-six 3.3-litre or 4.1-litra

[Bustralian Ford) engines, in

four-door saloon or estate styles:
Lnﬂ%marh‘ the same a5 the
ish Carting Mark IV ,
models, new-shape cars weare
launv:hm:l i May 1927, atill with
thee sarme basic piatfm-n and |
styla, still with tha same choice

~of engines,

Praduction finally ended —
in-fevoir of re-badeed Mazda {
6265 called Telstars — in 1983,
Mona of the ?ﬂ&ﬂmﬁﬂﬂlﬂﬂl i
Figstas, Escors, Sierras or
Granada Bnucpﬁm higviz wver bean
built in Australia. Fee fiee years,
fmﬂ; lfa to 1954, the Ags-
fralian factaon: pmdur:a:l a
Mazda-hasad sports radster |
badged as & Capri; which had no
relatioh to the Evropean carof
that name, i

in the mid-"90s tha Broad- .
meadaws faciory has teen
axparded, and re-axpanded ;
Lihers is to be majer i
ir new-rangs Fakcons for the late- |
'B0=]. Al assemmbly is concen:

Below: Moagt of the
Cr {5 erigtial,

tratesd on FE:I:H:HT.S Eﬂ’d 'ﬂ'ﬂ.lr cras e gead
defivatives, incleding the LTD: all | ~ooers — and
‘other Australisn-market Forde are | fhat's deapiee
Immml fl.l']}l' Iju|||'_upfm | vl Pripr of
Mﬂm f -J.F'-HTF. thousands -|:|_|'-.l!u'|'1-'.~'
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afield as Brishane {a round tmp
of well over 2000 miles) and w
Perth in Western Australia
ithere and back, more than
4000 miles).

The pictures show that there
is really standing-room onfy
under the bonnet, whose panel
hid an extra-depth hump o
give clearante over the air-
cleaner, The original release
admits that: “The firewall panel
(bulkhead) and plenum panel
are new to allow for the longer
sin-cylinder engine and larger
tramsmission housing. Similarly
the floor pan has been modi-
fied to cater for the slightly
increased width of the -
cylinder rransmisskon.

here was more, Differ-
ent front springs and
1o our own MEIL METY and b g darmpers were specified,

MKV types. In all cases the roorms oniy wnder while the front anti-redl bar
old-style Falcon ERgine was a the hannel, whose was reshaped to clear the
top-of-the-range option — panel has @ sump. The radiator had to be
the 4.1-litre machine being wxtra-depth rnoved forward by three
seriously guick. harnp fo gise inches, the radiator iself need-

: cleqranss over the . ,
Having owned Falcons wir-elaaner ing to be wider and lower than

Yours and a V6, Ford-Aus-
tralia Cortinas used only 2-
litre overhesd cam Pintos
or a choice of massive, and
heavy, in-line six-cylinder
anit — 3.3-litre or 4.1 -litres,
Many of the ‘sixes’, by the

way, had Borg Warner auto-
Mati ransission,

Here was a car half-way to
being what Australian drivers
wanted — or so the planners
thought. The car paclf was
European in size, but the
engine was lifted straight out
of the Falcons, and that had
come across the Pacific Choean
10 years carlier, from Dhetroit
Nine inches longer and two
inches taller than the Finto,
the *Big Six’ woulbd just — avd
only just — fit under the hon-
net. To look after those long
journeys, not only did the Fal-
con’s engine have a massively
beefy torque curve, bt the
axle ratio of the 4. 1-litre car
was a colossally high 2.76:1,
No European Cortina wis
ever as high-geared as ths,
pone 5o easy to drive in a
lazy manner,

There might be a good road
from Sydney w Melboume,
for instance, bt that journey’s
more than 550 miles, and
takes a full day to complete,
When I suggested driving it
instead of flying (in B0 min-
wtes), my hosts looked at me
as if T was mard,

Australia-only straight-sx
engined Cortinas were ikt
far 10 years, in styles identical

hetore this, Len Roser bought
his gobd 4, 1-litre Cortina b as
4 brand-new car in 1979, and
has kept it ever since. Fam-
phlets at the time urged:
“Dipive it.... it makes beantiful
wense.., when you choose a
Cuortina 6, you get the smooth,
eagy, power of the 3. L-litre
ETIEINE BS standard, or, if you
want real performance, you
can order the optional 4.1-litre
engine al extra cost.”

According to Len and his
wile, they never set out I
keep it for ever: “But now I
don't think well ever sell it”
he says, Mow that he has
perred, there 18 ome keep
the Cortina up to the mark
not that it needs much work
right naow.

When photographed it had
alveady completed 174,000 km
that's 108,000 miles) and was
looking very good. Yet in 16
years, Len has only had to
replace one front wing and
bumper guard. The rest oo the
car — including the seat cov-
ers, and the ‘tobacco’ vimyl
ool — are onginal. Inciden-
tally, if you think it may have
lasted =0 well because it was
always pampered, think again

1o visit his far-flung family
Len claims journeys as Far

the standard type, and there
was & new straciural memmber
surrounding this.

The i:n_!;inr“ 1.'Tl:lﬁ-i-|'.|‘.|tm|lf:l:'
was extensively modified, not
only by additonal welding, but
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TECHNIGAL SPECIFICATION AND PERFORMANCE |

Cortina 6, Australian built, 1979 model

E
 Fard-Australia

s A0Sl
Barefstroka: U3 5x98.3 mem
Compression ratic: S0;1 -
Max power: 157 bhp at 4000 pm
Max forque: 2400166 at 1600 pm
_Mmaﬂﬂ bhp per likra

rafic: 137.7 bhpitonne

ﬁﬁm six; frelire, fangitudinaliy-

m@hmnuam

‘cyfingder, h,.rnushul:h. .ﬁ.

ers and bydraulic tappets from single
camshaff in cylinder bock.

“Fuel and ignitian: Audclibe carbometion
Hmww Froelsmyarited,

Fmﬁnﬂ-mﬁm.mwludﬁlw

four-speed marual
Hh'rl-ﬂri 1=t 2.78:1; 2nd,
T;3nd, 1.36:1; 4th, [Eﬂ-l
; Iﬂar-l:d&l {optianad ﬁ:t;ﬂ-smd
Mareia three-spesd aulamatic
fransmizaions were ako availakis)
-Final drive: 2.76:1

G g e e

Frond: indepandent by cod
rings. wiﬂ'lb:-ﬂ!ﬁ.h;Tﬁ-ﬂﬂ far

by using different gauge mate-
rial. Engine mounting brackets
had additional gussets, and
there wits an addiional boli-
on body cross-miember under
the fransmission, Matching

WINTER 1955

and telescopls campers

Raar; I (peam) axle, with cod spring,

Emnﬁ:nﬂ chliqua radius anmes,
& clampers

STEERING

Fromt: 9.7 2 in'24 ¥ mm discs
Raar; S.0x] 75 n22%d4.5 mm
dnyms

- System: hydrautic

WHEELS & TYRES

Whesls: shesl dise, 550 130n

Tyres: BYEE-13 i or BR TEH-13
radial ;

Tipe: pressed-steel monocogque; In
fousr-tinar saloon styla Testate car typa
alsa availablal

Chasss construction- in steel, a5 part

Front track: 1422 mm
Foear frack: 1422 mm
Weight: 2514 b7 I*E HE
PERFORMANCE

Mak spesd: 103 mph appeos
PRICE AT LAUNCH
Mt sk i the LK

this engine, the transmissions
manual or automatc -

weere from the Faleon, as was

the rear axle ftself

But what's it ke to drve?
Len swears that he doesn's
mobice it any more, bt |
immeediately comumented on
the heavy steening. There is no
power-assistance on this car
nor conbd you get i, at any
price, on Cortina Gz, Nowa-
davs, of course, we're used o
SECIE POWET SECCEINE Cwen on
Ficstas, 5o VO RN EICEs whai
a shock it was to me.

Thaz, and the meon-shot
acceleratan, made me dive for

Abave: All this
Wiy Kix’ museds
AR SPOTTE
e ke

arcelaration

a note which Ford-Australia
senil me i 1980 when [
enguired abour this car, As
'.ﬂrllll:l.l]l:l.i(:il.'i'::ll'lﬁ I:I'Ial:liil.gi':l'
Adrian Byan wrote:

"The six wasn™t the greates)
sucoess story for Ford-
Australia. The cars didn't
handie all that well due to the
cxtra weight up [rong. 1|||.':,-
did accelerate like a racing
car though!™

5o I wasn't pettng it all
WITHIE all Cortina 65 han-
dled like this ane, Well, with
an American-style six-cylinder
engine which you also found in
Fairlanes and Mustangs in the
earky-"6ls, and with fat
205/65-13 in oyres on 5.5 in
rim wheels, they would,
wouldn't they?

O the other hand, the
torque — there was enough
sheer low-speed prunt for this
machine to scale Avers Rock

- was colossal, If vou didn't
iy i rev the old-style engine
ton high its power delivery
was seambess. With that very
high geanng it would have
been casy to repeat these
trans=continental journeys
Len had tackled when the car
Wils VIHINg,

Sure it was hard work o lug

ronmd comers in subur-

ban Melbowrne, but in a

straight line it was quite

efforiless, and not abat o

be pushed adeways by

strang winds, Give it a

foothull from a red hight
and vour get the sarme sorl
of rumble we all hear from
a big Essex — but this is a
perfectly balanced “Bag Six’
and the nokse i aomehow
different, With Dietroit iron
throbhbing up fron, and a
ey counter reading amaz-
ingly low [it cnly read 2000
rpm in top gear ac 80 kph

SO mpdy) I was often
tempted to go well over the
speed lmits which are so ruth-
lessdly enforced in Wictona,

In scie ways it reminded
me of a S<litre Capn bt
winen | mentioned that neither
Len nor anyone in the Aus-
tralian K5 Ohaners” Club knew
anvihing about them either!
Fascinating, but frustrating.
Why was the BEuropean
Cortina never as effortess

e
as this? i.l‘

31




